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Engel to make GOP challenge to Hinchey

Jennifer Fusco  

October 11, 2011

In an e-mail today to more than 23,000 enrolled Republicans and Conservatives, Tom Engel, a former Assistant U.S. Attorney and Ulster County resident, announced he filed a campaign committee with the Federal Election Commission and plans to run in November 2012 for the seat U.S. Rep. Maurice Hinchey currently holds.

Engel, 65, will seek the nominations of the Republican and Conservative Party. That means there could be a primary between Engel and Republican George Phillips of Endwell, who unsuccessfully tried to unseat Hinchey, a Hurley Democrat, last fall. Phillips said he plans to run again.

“Congressman Hinchey is a high-tax/big-spend politician in the mold of Nancy Pelosi and President Obama. They are driving our nation deeper in debt and our economy deeper in doubt,” according to an e-mail sent from Engel's campaign. “He is simply out of touch with what is going on in America.”

Hinchey spokesman Mike Morosi said the 72-year-old congressman does not plan on retiring, and plans to run for re-election. A formal announcement has not been made. He also noted that the redistricting process needs to play out.

Meanwhile, Phillips, 35, said he's looking forward to another challenge, depending on redistricting. He wouldn't comment specifically on Engel's announcement. “We had one of the closest and most exciting races in the country last time,” he said. “We have thousands of supporters energized for another run.”

In 2008, Phillips lost to Hinchey by a 2-to-1 margin. Last fall's results were significantly closer.

New York state will lose two of its 29 seats in the House of Representatives in the 2012 election because of faster population growth in other parts of the nation. The state grew only 2.1 percent over the last decade, while the nation grew an average of 9.7 percent.

Details of how to eliminate two congressional districts and remap the state for 27 will be decided by the state Legislature.
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